Post 593 American Legion Riders Motorcycle Association (ALR) Bylaws


�Purpose�To participate in parades, community services and other ceremonies that are in keeping with the Aims and Purposes of the American Legion. To promote motorcycle safety programs and to provide a social atmosphere for American Legion members who share the same interest. To use our Association to promote and support programs of the American Legion, The American Legion Auxiliary, the Sons of the American Legion, community services and Veteran's Organizations.


�A.  Membership: 


These are the requirements for membership.


�1. Must be a current paid member of the American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary or Sons of the American Legion


�2.You must own a motorcycle with an engine size of at least 250cc in size.�


3. A Spouse may be granted ALR membership provided they are legally married to a current paid American Legion Rider Association Member. 





4.  All Legion Riders members must complete and sign a “Member Information Form/Application for Membership.”





5.  All members must be approved by a majority vote at a Chapter meeting.





B.  Honorary Membership: �The Chapter, at our discretion, may elect, by majority vote at a Regular membership meeting, to authorize an honorary membership to an individual or individuals under the following guidelines:


�1. The individual(s) must meet all the requirements of section “A1” (American Legion Membership)


�2. These memberships are to be of an honorary nature and do not Constitute actual membership. Honorary memberships should only be granted to those persons who have demonstrated themselves to be assets to the American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, and Sons of the American Legion Organization and excelled in promoting the aims and purposes of the American Legion Riders.


�3. If American Legion Rider back patches are granted to these honorary members, they must contain a "bar" with the back patch, which states the words "HONORARY" so as to clearly identify the class of membership. Shirts or other wearing apparel which contain the "American Legion Riders" emblem should contain the words "HONORARY" or "I SUPPORT".





C. Special Class Membership: 


You, or your spouse, may continue your membership as a special class member  (with full membership privileges) if you fail to meet the membership all of the requirements of Section A pursuant to the following and subject to the approval of the general  membership:


               


Death of the spouse who was the owner of the motorcycle as defined in Section A (1).





Disability, which prevents you from physically being able to operate a motorcycle, and ownership of the motorcycle, was relinquished, due to this disability.  (This would also allow the spouse to continue membership under these conditions for special class membership.)





For (1) & (2) above, you must have been a regular member for at least one full year.





4.      If you have been a member for ten consecutive years and have reached the age of 50 you are entitled to the distinction of a "Special Class Life Member".  Membership may continue without regards to Section A (2) for the rest of your life and payment of Local Chapter Dues will be waived. You must continue with the other requirements of Section A (1).





D.  Apparel


1.  Members attending meetings or events must wear back patch or t-shirt or ball cap with Association logo or pay a $1.00 fine. 


2.  Back patch remains the property of the Association.  


3.  Only Legion Riders may wear back patch.


4.  Vests - The American flag must be at the highest patch on the left side. This applies to the flag as a patch by itself, if it is only part of a patch this rule does not apply. 


5. If you wear a vest the right side front should be reserved for memory patches (i.e. POW/MIA, "In Memory" and the like). 


6.  Absolutely no "Property" patches. 


E.  Non-Member Apparel:�All apparel sold to non-members must contain the word "I support" the American Legion Riders.





F.  Officers of the American Legion Riders:�Post 593 Chapter officers are as follows:�


1.  Director�2.  Assistant Director�3.  Secretary / Historian


4.  Treasurer


5.  Events Coordinator�6.  Membership / Publicity Chairman�7.  Sergeant at Arms


8.  Road Captain


9.  Chaplain





*NOTE:  The Post may add officers as deemed necessary.





Post Officers may hold more than 1 position but not to exceed 2 offices.


�G.  Elections:�Election of chapter officers will be held annually, with nominations in March and elections in April.





Duties of Post Officers:





1.  Director: Will serve as Chief Administrative Officer of the Association and will preside over all meetings. The Director shall have general supervision over the affairs of the association and shall perform such other duties as directed by the general membership.





2.  Assistant Director: Will assume the duties of the Director in the Director’s absence.  Will assist the Director in the performance of his/her duties when called on to do so by the Director. 





3.  Secretary: To keep a full and correct record of all proceeding at the meetings. Keep membership records as may be required by the general membership. To give detailed financial reports at each regular meeting. 





4.  Treasurer: To have charge of all finances of the Association. To have charge of disbursing funds as directed by the general membership. To give detailed financial reports at each regular meeting. 





5.  Events Coordinator: Will be the logistics person in charge of organized runs and events of the Association. The EC will determine dates, times, routes and meeting places for those taking part in a run activity.  The EC will be responsible for planning, organizing and conducting holiday events, rallies, toy runs, etc.  The EC will chair a committee to review worthwhile charities which the Chapter will sponsor.  The General Membership will review the proposed charities annually and select the charity or charities the Chapter will support.





6.  Historian:  Will keep a written history of all activities of the Association.  





7.  Sergeant at Arms:  Will help set up meetings and maintain order during meetings. Also assist Director in most activities.





8.  Membership / Publicity Chairman:  Responsible for contacting other Legion Posts and organizations and publicizing our Chapter of the Legion Riders.  Takes necessary action to contact local newspapers, radio and TV stations to publicize our events and rides.





9.  Road Captain:  The Road Captain is responsible for the safety of our Rides.  The RC may, at any time, appoint assistant road captains or take any other measures he may feel necessary to help insure the safety of the group during a run. 








I.  Meetings�Meetings will be held at 7:30 p.m. on the second Tuesday of the month at the Post home.  Five Officers will constitute a quorum.


�J.  Finances:�Finances of each Association Post Chapter will be from Association membership dues or such other sources as approved by the membership. 





K.  Expulsion:





1.  Any member may be expelled or suspended from the Association by a majority Vote of the general membership at a regular Chapter meeting. The back patch must be returned to the Association. State Officers will handle all appeals. 





        a.  Charter Chapter members can only be expelled or suspended at a state level meeting. 





2.  Suspensions - Temporarily, member may not wear back patch but may attended functions. 





3.  Expulsion - Permanent, back patch must be returned. 





L.  Charter Membership:�Post 593 Chapter Charter Membership cutoff will be October 1, 2004.


�M.  Disbursement of Funds:�Disbursement of funds $100.00 or more will be by only those authorized by a majority vote of the General Membership at any regular meeting of the Post Chapter.  Disbursement of funds under $100.00 will require the approval of a majority of the Chapter Officers.  Approval may be obtained by email or telephone.  The Chapter will be a non-profit organization and may only disburse funds in a manner that is in keeping with all local, state, and national laws regarding non-profit organizations, by majority vote.  All disbursement of funds greater than $50.00 will be by check and the check will require two signatures from Chapter Officers.��N.  Order:�All meetings will be conducted under "Roberts Rule of Order"





O.  Governing Rules:


Each State Chapter may elect to adopt a set of standing rules to govern its membership. These standing rules shall be no less stringent than those contained in these by-laws nor can they be in any conflict with the National constitution and by-laws of the American Legion, American Legion Auxiliary, and Sons of the American Legion.


�P.  Chapter Annual Membership Dues:�Initial dues will be forty dollars.  Initial dues will include a Legion Riders patch.  The patch will remain the property of the Chapter.  Thereafter dues will be fifteen dollars per calendar year.  As in any funds the membership will elect how these funds are spent.  Renewal for the Rider Program will run concurrent with the annual Legion Dues with expiration dates of 31 December, regardless of the initial date of application. 





Rider Patches: 


The wearing of the Riders patch is a matter of team pride and the Riders’ choice. However, for the purpose of uniformity, when a Rider elects to wear the patch it will be worn within these guidelines. 





Below the National Riders patch will be a bar that has “Post 593, Converse, Texas.”





On the front top left of the garment bearing the Legion Riders back patch, the following patches, if worn, will conform to this standard:





First, front top left, American Flag patch


Under the Flag, the “Charter Member” patch


Next, a patch showing the Officer Position the member holds.


Next, a home Post patch with Post number only


 


Host Post Membership: 


For the purpose of enhancing the Rider Program, Post 593 will allow members of their “Host Post” to apply for and join it’s Rider Program. These applicants must meet the requirements of Paragraph “A” of these By Laws.  Post 593 will not request a transfer from the applicant’s home Post.  The new Rider member will not be a voting member of Post 593 but will be entitled to any and all other benefits of a Post 593 Rider, and comply with any By-Law or Governing Rules. This person will wear an additional tab identifying their home Post. A tracking method (specific suffix to their membership number) will be established to easily identify these members within the Riders Rosters.


  


These by-laws were voted on and adopted on 13 Apr 04 at a General Membership Meeting.
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